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system would develope numberless scenes
of knavery and imposition, would save the
families of many thousands from distress,
and prevent the occurrence of many crimes.
It will, however, be a difficult- task, or ra-
ther, in the present state of things, it will
be impossible, to alter their manner of li-
ving; but there is not a doubt, that, were
it possible for them to live without their
mahajuns, their condition would be greatly
improved **

In accounting for dacoity or robbery in
a zillah, our first step ought to be, to exa-
mine the condition of the ryots j and we
shall always find, in their poverty and op-
pression, the chief cause of this evil For
this purpose, it would be worthy the atten-
tion

* I have been told that the exertions of the Magistrate
(Mr JOHN ELLIOT) in Zillah lipperah, were attended
with success in suppressing the mahajuny trade, and in-
ducing the ryots to live without their assistance.